Avery Willis Prayer Letter 
August 2009
Dear
We are seeing so many answered prayers as the number of prayer partners increases and your prayers of faith abound.  We sense God is up to something bigger than any of us can see.  Thanks for standing with us.

Avery and Shirley                                          

      PRAYER REQUESTS FOR AUGUST

“But I will pray to you, O Lord, 

in the time of your favor.” Psa. 69:13

1. Pray for Avery and Mark Snowden to be able to finish the writing of the book, Truth That Sticks, by the end of August.  Eight chapters to go!
2. Pray for Avery, Jim Putman, Bill Krause and Lisa Sells, August 3-6, as they work on two disciple-making books based on experiences with Real Life Ministries. The hardback book is for pastors and the interactive workbook is for training small group leaders how to make disciples using Bible stories. Pray that as we meet with the NavPress staff part of each day that we will all be able to discern the Lord’s strategy to get churches and disciples back to making disciples as their first priority.  NavPress is giving top priority to this enterprise. Colorado Springs, CO

3. Pray for Avery as he meets with a Trust representative on August 7 about opportunities ION faces that need funding. Kansas City, KS

4. Pray for our granddaughter, Kristine Brown, and her husband to be, Paul Hamilton, as they marry in Kansas City August 8.  Both are active in Engineers Without Borders and have been on numerous mission trips.  Pray God will lead them as they follow His will for their lives. Sherrie and Steve Brown are the parents.

5. Pray for Avery as he undergoes tests on August 11.  He has had double vision since returning from Asia.  The hospital did an MRI on his brain and the nurse reported, “We found nothing!”  His double vision is improving. He will also have an onocology exam that day.  

6. Pray for Avery and Rick Brekellbaum August 19 as they meet with Ronnie Floyd, pastor of First Baptist Church, Springdale and The Church at Pinnacle Hills and chairman of the Great Commission Resurgence Task Force, and Kathy Ferguson a member of the task force about the disciple-making revolution.

7. Pray for Paul and Perri Krueger as they visit us in our home August 21-23 to talk about opportunities of service in ION. Bella Vista, AR

8. Pray for the International Orality Network Three-Year Strategy Committee and Samuel Chiang, Global Coordinator, who heads the seven-person committee, as they complete their work prior to the ION meeting in September.
9. Pray for Shirley who is being sued for an automobile accident she was involved in over five years ago.  The trial will be in North Carolina in September.  Pray they will settle out of court with the insurance company.
10. Pray for those who should attend the International Orality Conference in Minneapolis, Sept. 9-11. 
CLICK or paste link for invitation and a recording of Avery talking about Truth That Sticks at last year’s conference. http://www.intre.org/customs/site59/documents/emailInvite.html
PRAYER ANSWERS FOR JULY
”May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us;
 establish the work of our hands for us.” Psalm 90:17
1. REQUEST: Pray for Avery who is focusing on continuing the writing of Truth That Sticks this month.  Mark Snowden, co-author, has done a lot of research, interviews and writing.  Pray also for a representative group from International Orality Network that we invited to evaluate the book and give input via the Internet.
ANSWER: We wrote the first eight chapters and posted them on the secure website for our ION partners to give us input.  Many partners are giving great counsel to make this book a benchmark book for people who prefer to learn by oral-visual means over literate means.
2. REQUEST: Pray for the MasterLife Reunion at Ridgecrest, July 15, during Disciple-Making Week.  Ridgecrest, NC. 

ANSWER: We had a wonderful time of recalling the work of God in our lives and the lives of others.  Avery challenged the group of about fifty alumni to move out of the reserve corps to active service in the disciple-making revolution.  See DNA21 short videos of Avery challenging all of us to spark a disciple-making revolution in our spheres of influence by using the DNA of the 1st century in the 21st century. http://vimeo.com/5394824.
3. REQUEST: Pray for the South Pacific Call2All, July 22-25, in Kona, Hawaii.

ANSWER: This Call2All focused on young people on the YWAM base plus participants from the pacific islands.  They made commitments more as individuals than organizations as in the other Call2All congresses. Here are their commitments that we will follow up:

[image: image1.png]Pacific Call2All Commitments —

Kona, HI

Number of Houses of Prayer

Commitments to reach UUPG By 2020

New Orality Bible Teams by 2020

New Church Plants by 2020

People hearing the gospel by 2020

8,222,067

People reached with the gospel by 2020

840,502




4. REQUEST: Pray for the Orality Workshop led by Avery and Samuel Chiang, July 27-31 at the YWAM base in Kona. 

ANSWER: Stephen Stringer (IMB) and Ed Powers (YWAM) joined us in leadership and allowed Avery to be free to spend more time writing.  The very diverse group “got it” and we expect them to be able to teach many others how to story.
5. REQUEST: Pray for a meeting with our new team of associates as we strategize how to respond to the tsunami of requests related to orality and discipling like Jesus did. July 26-31. Kona, Hawaii.

ANSWER: What a blessing to have Samuel Chiang, ION Global Coordinator from Hong Kong, Rick Brekelbaum, Executive Associate from Rogers AR and Karen McGuire, Administrative Associate from Augusta GA in the Orality workshop and be able to meet as our new Senior Executive Team. Mark Overstreet, ION Theological Task Force Director from Dallas TX was able to meet with us part of the time.  With these passionate seasoned leaders we sense God preparing us for unprecedented opportunities.
6. REQUEST: Pray that your church will study Learning To Soar: How To Grow in Transitions and Trials (Released Sept. 4) this fall and help members learn the answer to the questions of people whose “nests are being stirred” during these critical days. The small group guide also introduces them to discipleship and Bible storying.

ANSWER: The book will be out by the end of August and free helps for implementing it in your small group and/or church will be available on the new website, www.learningtosoar.org by then. Check it after August 15 to get a special pre-publication discount or write to us at 36 Reading Lane, Bella Vista, AR 72714.
7. REQUEST: Pray for Kent Willis, our grandson (who graduated from Union University in May) and leaves July 22 for Israel to study for three years on his MD at the Ben Gurion International Medical School, a part of Columbia University.  It is the premier university for international medicine. Wade and Suzanne Willis are his parents.

ANSWER: Kent arrived safely and stared his first year of medical school in the Holy Land.
8. REQUEST: Pray for Matt, our first grandson and his wife, Allison, and their two children who are moving to South Asia this month.  Jenna was born May 28 and is our first great granddaughter.  We will see her for the first time on July 4 weekend since we have been out of the country most of the time. 

ANSWER: They all arrived safely in South Asia and will be moving to their new city and home in a few days.  The trip went well with two babies.
9. ANSWER: We have received reports from two of our ION India steering committee of wonderful response in their ministries.  One reported 5840 baptisms and 103 new House Churches started from January through June.  The other leader reported 12,256 baptisms, 2154 churches started and 690 workers trained from January through March.  Let us all rejoice with them and praise the Lord. 
10. ANSWER: Due to extra gifts by the SBC Pastor’s conference and the Southern Baptist Convention of Texas and some churches the International Mission Board will send some of those as missionaries that were being held up because of the shortfall in gifts.

Gazing on God's Glory and Telling His Story,
Avery and Shirley Willis

International Orality Network

1-479-876-1447 or 1-479-659-4138

Website: www.averywillis.org                            Email: avery@averywillis.org
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