Avery Willis Prayer Letter
January 2009


Dear Friends,
As we enter a year of uncertainty when everything that can be shaken will be shaken, we joyfully stand with the One who cannot be shaken. Let me give you a Word from God for the New Year. “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." (Joshua 1:8-9)                                                                                                           

Avery and Shirley    

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR JANUARY 

1. Pray for Stephanie Brown, our granddaughter, who is writing with Avery the parable book on eagles with the proposed title, Why me? Why now? : A Parable of Growing Through Transitions and Trials. Pray as NavPress considers publishing it as a companion to the Learning to Soar book.

2. Pray for a new operations director for the International Orality Network to work with Avery on the day by day operations.  

3. Pray for Avery who speaks at the Lakeside Baptist Church in Rogers Arkansas on January 11 for a special missions emphasis.

4. Pray for Avery and other leaders who speak at the Call2All North American Congress in Dayton, Ohio January 18-23.  Pray that the participants will commit to help finish the Great Commission. You can still see the agenda and register at www.call2all.org.

5. Pray for Avery who speaks to the Youth With A Mission base in Tyler, Texas, January 25.

6. Pray for the OneStory Leadership Meeting in Tyler, Texas, January 26.

7. Pray for the Partners in Finishing the Task task force of missions leaders and donors in Atlanta, Georgia, January 27-28 who will work on a strategy to help fund the advance to complete the Great Commission.

8. Pray for Samuel Chiang and Bramuel Muysa who will lead the ION Orality Workshop for one hundred and fifty evangelists and church planters in Nairobi, Kenya January 26-30 as a follow up to the Call2All Congress last October.

PRAYER ANSWERS FOR DECEMBER

1.    REQUEST: Pray for generous giving to the $170 million goal for the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering in December for the International Mission Board.  After a giving shortfall in 2002 it took six years to get back to total of 5600 missionaries serving with the IMB.  We need to reach the goal just to maintain that number.

ANSWER: The books will not close until May 2009 so the IMB won’t give an estimate for a couple of months.
2.    REQUEST: Pray for Avery who is working this month on finishing a lot of actions related to Call2All, the International Orality Network and plans for 2009.  Pray especially for his computer and the technicians who have been working two weeks to repair it and recover the data.  

ANSWER: He got caught up before Christmas and will be making more specific plans in January. The technicians are still trying to recover the data they lost when transferring it to a larger hard drive. They say there is still a 50-50 chance to recover the data.
3.    REQUEST: Pray for Avery and our grandson, , who are responding on the final edits to When God Stirs Your Nest.  Pray for the decision on the final title for the book, endorsements, NavPress and plans for distribution next year.

ANSWER: We finished working with the editor to complete the final edits by the New Year.  NavPress has determined that the title is Learning to Soar: How To Grow Through Transitions and Trials. Now we will begin working on a website, endorsements and special editions.  Pray for several organizations that are considering a special edition.
4.    REQUEST: Pray for Avery's meeting with businessmen in Denver, CO, Dec. 8-9, sponsored by the Global Cities initiative of Campus Crusade for Christ. They want to start a Bible Storying group of businessmen as a pilot project to explore the possibilities of doing it with businessmen in the largest cities of the world. 

ANSWER: The meeting went well in a snow storm that hindered several businessmen from coming.  We had a promising meeting about the future of the project.


5.    REQUEST: Pray for Avery, Pastor Jim Putman and Bill Krause of Real Life Ministries Church in Post Fall, ID who will be working Dec. 9-11 on The Game Plan, a book about how to disciple people in small groups using Bible Storying. 

ANSWER: We finished outlining the book, choosing Bible stories and personal illustrations for the book.

6.    REQUEST: Pray for Avery and Paul Konstanski who will be meeting representatives in Spokane WA, Dec. 10, to explore the possibility of conducting the ION Consultation there in 2009 or in a future year. Representatives there have invited us and are making a bid to host the consultation in the Northwest.

ANSWER: The team has selected The Grace Church near Minneapolis – St. Paul as the location of the International Orality Network annual conference Sept 9-13, 2009. Look for more information on www.internationaloralitynetwork.com later this month.

7.    REQUEST: Pray for a special time with our family beginning Dec. 26-Jan. 6 at our home in Bella Vista AR for our annual family time.  We are expecting 32 people including 5 children, their spouses, 16 grandchildren and 2 spouses plus our first great grandchild.  This will be the first Christmas in a couple of years when everyone could come.  Willis and his family who are on their way to India. Praise God who has so blessed our family-all of them are following Jesus and everyone has gone overseas on one or more mission trips.  

ANSWER: We had a fabulous time together—altogether 38 of us.  God has so blessed our family.  I’ll post a new picture on the www.averywillis.org website and Avery T. Willis, Jr. Facebook site soon. (Joshua, our year old great grandson, just found my computer on the floor and started punching buttons so I guess he wants to write a book with me like his dad did!)
Gazing on God's Glory and Telling His story,

Avery and Shirley Willis
Home Phone: 1 479 876 1447
Business Phone: 1 479 366 1692
Website: www.averywillis.org
Email: avery@averywillis.org or stacy@averywillis.org
