Avery Willis Prayer Letter
July 2010
Dear
This has been a good month and I am feeling better than I have for six months. Thank you for your prayers that have been answered beyond our expectations. I am reporting the answers to prayer first this month and adding some prayer requests there rather than separating all the requests in a separate area. 
You can check daily updates for my health and ministry updates on www.caringbridge.org/averywillis.
Avery                        
PRAYER ANSWERS FOR JUNE

“Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face shine upon us,

that we may be saved.” Psa. 80 :3,6,19
1. REQUEST: Pray for our grandson, Matt, and his family who will be in the States June 2-27 as they seek new visas. Their country changed the provisions of the tourist visas that forced them to stay out of the country two months before entering again.  They will be working on getting a business visa.
ANSWER: They were turned down for the business visa so pray for a positive response through a different NGO for a permanent solution before they return on just the visitors’ visa August 1.
2. REQUEST: Pray for a proposal Rick Brekelbaum is working on for Pinnacle Hills Church to use Bible Storying in their small groups.
ANSWER: Plans are proceeding toward implementation. Pray that they may become a model church for making disciples using Bible Storying.
3. REQUEST: Pray for Avery to be able to raise the money to provide for someone who can take his place when travel is required.
ANSWER: So far raising funds has been slow, perhaps because he has not contacted the right people. Continue to pray for money and for a person who is praying about helping lead the DNA-21 Discipleship Revolution.
4. REQUEST: Pray for the publishing of a new book for the Lausanne meeting Oct. 17-25, Orality Breakouts:  Using Heart Language to Transform Hearts. Many of us have contributed to this new book that tells all the ways orality is being used around the world. Pray for Samuel Chiang, managing editor, as he pulls it all together.  Pray for the other Lausanne components of papers, global conversations, and preparation for this once-in-a-generation meeting.
ANSWER: The excerpts have been received very well and organizations are asking for training just after reading a couple of chapters. The book should be published by August. Lausanne III is shaping up as a world changing conference with 4,000 participants with a year of preparation conversations prior to and follow up for at least a year afterwards.
5. REQUEST: Pray for the Trans World Radio Board Meeting, June 6-8, in Cary, NC.  Avery will not be able to attend in person but perhaps by Skype. 
ANSWER: Great meeting and plans were made to digitalize all the TWR programs so they can be used in any format, including the Internet, for immediate access. Pray about their consideration of recording the 52 stories in a program to parallel Story Thru the Bible written by Walk Thru The Bible.
6. REQUEST: Pray for the Southern Baptist Convention and Pastor’s Conference, July 13-16 in Orlando FL.  Pray for messengers to be sensitive to the Spirit on a number of key issues.  Pray for Avery to be able to make it physically to the meeting and through the meetings.  The doctor has agreed to delay the chemo treatments so he can attend.
ANSWER: Wow! We have never heard a stronger emphasis on missions at the SBC. God gave Avery supernatural strength and we participated in all that we planned. We had some providential meetings that will help further the cause in several areas.The chemo treatments went well the week afterwards and he is feeling good.
7. REQUEST: Pray for passage of the Great Commission Resurgence recommendations on Tuesday, July 15, at the SBC and for the choice of a SBC president who will continue to lead in this direction.
ANSWER: Hallelujah, the entire report was voted by a 3-1 margin. This is a recommitment to evangelism, missions and church planting with a focus on the lostness of the world such as we have not seen in the SBC for a long time. Pray for the boards and entities to process the recommendations and challenges and to follow up so that more money and people will be available to penetrate the lostness in the world. Pray for Bryant Wright, new SBC president, as he shepherds this process including the call for revival among the churches. 
8. REQUEST: Pray for the OneStory Advisory Board meeting in Orlando, morning of June 17. 
ANSWER: We now have finished or are working on 178 language projects, an update of 15 more than Avery reported on Caring Bridge. Many of these languages now at least have their Bible content by way of the stories.
9. REQUEST: Pray for Table 71 meeting, July 17-18, in Orlando FL at the Wycliffe headquarters.
ANSWER: What a precious time with the Lord and mission leaders concentrated on getting the gospel to every unreached people group. David Platt set the stage with his radical message on discipleship and making disciples of all nations. See www.radicalexperiment.org, www.radicalthebook.com, and www.brookhills.org. We highly recommend this book and websites and his fresh voice for radical discipleship.  
Report of Table 71: Of the 639 unengaged, unreached people groups of over 100,000 population, 414 now have workers living among them (Praise the Lord), 190 have been adopted but no one had moved there yet, and 29 remain to taken. We officially started a second list of 614 including those that have not been engaged above and the UUPGs over 50,000.
10. REQUEST: Pray for the first meeting of the newly formed International Orality Network Advisory Council meeting in Orlando, July 18.
ANSWER: We had a great first meeting and the Advisory Council gave some very insightful recommendations.
11. REQUEST: Pray for the preparations and registrations for DNA-21 at Glen Eyrie, CO, Navigators headquarters August 25-27.  Register at www.dna-21.org. 
ANSWER: Pray for the right people to register for the DNA-21 Launch of a Discipleship Revolution. It will be conducted at the castle at Glen Eyrie, Navigator Headquarters, Colorado Springs, CO on August 25-27. It will feature Jim Putman, David Platt, Avery, Barry Sneed and two facilitators for each small group from Real Life Ministries. You can still receive a $50 discount by registering before July 26 at www.dna-21.org. Included in your registration fee you will receive: 7 meals, $200.00 in resources, and 16 hours of instructional training. Discounts are available for multiple attendees from a single church.
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR JULY
Because he loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; I will protect him,

for he acknowledges my name. He will call upon me, and I will answer him…

with long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation.” (Psa. 91:14-16)
1. Pray for Avery’s continued improvement in the fight against leukemia. It is currently in remission and the doctors plan to continue the chemo treatments for two years to keep it from returning. Pray for the time to be shortened and that he will be cured before then.  
2. Pray for the preparations for the International Orality Network Annual Conference, Sept. 20-23, 2010 at the Winshape Retreat Center in Rome GA, an hour from Atlanta. This may be one of the best attended of all according to the projections. A super program is being planned including doing an one-night training in key Atlanta churches for the DNA-21 Church Track.    

3. Pray for the Jerry Rankin Retirement activities, July 19-20, (which we will attend) and pray for the selection of a new IMB president by the IMB Board. Pray for the search committee to find God’s man for the job.

4. Pray for Vesta Sauter, who will have a tumor removed from her spine, July 22. She and her husband lead the Deaf affinity group for IMB.

5. Pray for the Indonesia missionary reunion at Windemere Conference Center, July 29-Aug 2 and for how these former and present missionaries and missionary kids can further the missions message and movement.
Avery Willis
Executive Director

International Orality Network

36 Reading Lane

Bella Vista AR 72714

1 479 876 1447

1 479 659 4138

averywillis@me.com
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Make your reservation for ION 2010 at www.internationaloralitynetwork.com
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